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Executive F
President Gerald R. Ford Ay

The White House
JLC7¢0§3 >

Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansfield
Capitol H1ill

Speaker of the House Carl Albert
Capltol Hill

Gentlemen:

The furor over the intelligence committee report
leaks does not address the baslic issue, The basic issue
is:+ approximately 95% of all classifled material need
not be and should not be classified. Secret government
1s exactly counter to the very premise upon which our
country was founded, '

The entlre classificatlon system should be completely
overhauled, Classiflcation to avoild embarrassment to
offlclals or agzncles 1ls a misuse of the system. Classi-
flecatlon to aveld exposure of misdeeds or illegal operations
cammot be Justified. "National security" is a blanket
which covers a multitude of areas,. many of which are nelther
"national" or "security".

If our elected and appointed officials in the highest
offlces in our land go down a side path and do not address
the classification octopus it will be a lost opportunity
that may never present itself apgain.

Two hundred years ago the soveréignty of the American
people was established. To the extent that government by
secrecy dlminlshes government of, by, and for the people,
the Amerlcan promise 18 commensurately dimlnished.

STAT

Resvpectfullvy vours.

Homer L. Fletcher
Citizen

Attachmentt Coples to
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Coples to:

Senate Minorlty Leader Hugh Scott
House  Minority Leader John Rhodes

Senators

Frank Church
Alan Cranston
John Tunney
Richard Schweikert
George McGovern
Henry Jackson
Lowell Weicker
Charles Mathias
Hubert Humphrey
Edmund Muskie
Birch Bayh

Rerresentatives

Otis Pike

Norman Mineta

Don Edwards -
Paul McCloskey
Morris Udall
Robert Giamo

Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld
Attorney General Edward Levi
CIA Director George Bush

Daniel Schorr

Approved For Release 2005/07/13 : CIA-RDP78M02660R000800120014-3

St



]

Approved For Release 2005/07/13 : CIA-RDP78M02660R000800120014-3

|1 unclassiieo | | CONFIDENTIAL | | SECRET | -

Al

v by

lag
A

e &
T

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

Routing Slip

TO: ACTION INFO DATE INITIAL |
1| DCI
2{ bbCi
3| s/mC.
4| DDS&T
5| DDl
6| DDA
7| DDO ‘
8| b/DCI/IC
2] D/DCI/NID
10l GC
N e
- P12y G

13| Cbr’npt

14}  D/fPers

15{ D/s

16] DR

17|  Asst/DCI

- 18| AO/DCI ‘

19

20

21

22

SUSPENSE
Date
Remarks:
S/Execo(t}sv: gfcrefary
/e -
3837 (1.13) Date

Approved For Release 2005/07/13 : CIA-RDP78M02660R000800120014-3

Y



